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THE SQUIRREL  

February has arrived and I can see the lighter days are on their 

way which brings opportunity to make the most of the days. We 

are making the most of every day in school with great learning 

and moments of joy.  

This morning The Wonderfell Theatre Company were in working 

with our Reception children. They were taken on a story journey 

and when I took a moment to watch the children were so 

absorbed in their learning they did not know I was there. It was 

gorgeous! Year one will be experiencing the wonderful 

Wonderfell tomorrow.  

 

 

 

 

It was also gorgeous when I had the pleasure of walking around 

the school with our newest Trustee Kate, who commented how 

calm and absorbed the children were in their learning. A very 

proud moment of joy.  

I checked in with Mary on Tuesday and she also commented on 

how the children were working so hard in their Dance Live 

rehearsal and that she felt that tingly moment of pride and joy 

watching. Dance Live is a week tomorrow and we are now on 

the final stages of polishing and titivating. We have a full dress 

rehearsals on Monday which will be so exciting. The T-shirts will 

hopefully be delivered next week and the final organisation 

communications will come out too. I would like to thank the team 

who have supported the children and given their time so that our 

children continue to have amazing moments of joy.  

We also complete our HERO (Here Everyday, Ready On time) 

tomorrow and the team have reported that many of our 

children have hopped, skipped and run into school to start their 

day of learning. The children settle so well into their morning 

work and have now really become accustomed to leaving loved 

ones at the gate or the door. I have also had families comment 

feel that it is better. I feel this is one Covid approach that we will 

continue.  

On the subject of Covid, here is the weekly update; in school 

currently  we have two members of staff confirmed positive, one 

awaiting a PCR result and eleven children across the school. We 

continue to follow all our procedures but with a rise on the Island 

this is going to impact schools too. We are now experiencing 

“Covid take two” for many of our confirmed cases.  

 

 

We have sent out an Active Travel Calendar to complete at 

home and we will collate in school too. This is a really good 

opportunity to ditch the car and go for a more eco-friendly travel 

to and from school. (Are you aware of the new Highway Code 

changes?) I was very sad to have received photos of cars still 

parking inconsiderately on Newport Road. Island Roads have been 

contacted and the area is now highlighted as an area of concern 

for traffic control. I ask again, please park considerately and safely 

for all.  

We have a couple of sporting events this week with a very close 

football match last night that resulted in a goal for the other 

team in the last minute. Our team played with such tenacity! We 

have the Athletics competition (Take 2) today and I know the 

team are aiming for another successful finish! We have many 

more fixtures coming up too. 

Next week in school, we have author Peter Murray talking to 

Years 5 and 6. We have Caroline Bentley in school on Wednesday 

working with some of our teachers and other teachers across the 

Island on ‘Sticky Teaching’. This is to develop learning and 

strategies so that it sticks with the children so that the children’s 

learning moves forward, without resisting previous learning that 

has not stuck! 

I will continue exploring our big word ‘Truth’ with the children. I 

have heard some really interesting discussions around truth this 

week and the tricky bits! It was lovely that Reverend Amanda also 

held an assembly on truth on Monday about ‘Daniel and The 

Lions’. It is a tapestry of learning that all knits together.  

I will send out the information regarding our Lanesend Forest 

School days which will support our whole school topic ‘If You Go 

Down To The Woods Today’ fantastically.  

Next week, I believe we are half way through the school year!  

Take care. Love learning, always.  

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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Reception enjoying 

their Wonderfell 

Theatre workshop 

today. 

Here are some examples of the inconsiderate parking along Newport Road 
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If you are interested in hosting students during the 
summer term from France or Spain who are here to 

practice their English please contact Mrs Gangonells at 
Ruth.Gangonells@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk if you are 

interested and wish to find out dates.  

Dates for The Diary 
 

 

Friday 4th February—Wonderfell Theatre Years R & 1 

Monday 7th February—Peter Murray Author—Years 5 & 6 

Friday 11th February—Dance Live—Portsmouth Guildhall 

 

Last Newsletter’s Answer: A. The 

initials of the 12 months and the 4 

seasons of the year are in a spiral, 

clockwise, from the top left 

This Week’s Debate… 
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Well done to Team Slytherin who are still in the lead for 

the week and the term with a huge lead. 
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Reception— Talk to me about...  Wonderfell Theatre company, how to make the numbers 6,7 
and 8 and Chinese New Year. 

 Words to use... journey, senses, celebration, addition, tiger 

Tips for the week.....look out for examples 6,7 and 8 in the environment- written or as an 
amount. 

We have been reading... The Great Race and The Gruffalo. 

Year 1— Talk to me about....trees- what are the differences between deciduous and 
evergreen trees? Can you spot both when out and about? 

Words to use...deciduous, evergreen, leaves, needles, seasons.  

Tips for the week...Ask me about our Wonderfell Theatre workshop on Friday.  

We have been reading...Little Red Riding Hood, The Twits, David Attenborough's 
Biography for Children 

Year 2—Talk to me about ... The story ‘The Tin Forest’ 

Words to use … lonely, love, dull, bright colourful, forgotten, friends.  

Tips for the week... when adding coins to find the total we can use column addition to hep us. 

We have been reading... The Secret garden, George's Marvellous Medicine 

Year 3 – YEAR 3 CONVERSATION STARTERS 

TALK TO ME ABOUT climate zones on our planet. 

WORDS TO USE Equator, Tropical, Temperate, Polar, Mediterranean. 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK for the 8x table, do 2x then double and double again.  

WE ARE READING The Ickabog, Fantastic Mr Fox and The Land of Neverbelieve. 

Year 4—Talk to me about... different types of narrative: legends, fairy tales, suspense, 
warning stories and journeys. Can you think of any others and how are they 

different? 

Words to use... biomes: tundra, rainforest, desert, grassland, woodland, savannah; 
and climate zones: tropical, arid, Mediterranean, temperate, continental, polar. 

Tips for the week... keep practising your written methods for all four operations - 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division - until you are confident. 

We have been reading... 'The Legend of Podkin One-Ear' by Kieran Larwood. 

Year 6— Ask me about the collage artist Megan Coyle, maybe you could look at her website 

Ask me how to write active and passive sentences. 
In maths we have been learning to multiply and divide decimal numbers and how to read them 

accurately. 

We have begun reading the book The Explorer by Katharine Rundell. 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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Our Skill this month is Teamwork, and also a link for families to access more tasks at home to 
build on essential skills. https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone
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